
Intent 

Mathematics is important in everyday life and, with this is mind, the purpose of maths at St Austin’s 
Catholic Primary School is to develop an ability to solve problems, to reason, to think logically and to 

work systematically and accurately. Children at St. Austin’s are challenged and encouraged to 
succeed in Maths. Arithmetic and basic math skills are practised daily to ensure key mathematical 

concepts are embedded.  Such skills support deep and sustainable learning and enable pupils to 

make connections in mathematics. 

  

We intend to deliver a curriculum that allows pupils to be part of creative and engaging lessons 

allowing children to explore maths in depth, using mathematical vocabulary to reason and explain 

their workings. We encourage resilience, perseverance and an acceptance that struggle is often a 

necessary step in learning. 

We give each pupil a chance to believe in themselves as mathematicians. To achieve our intent, we 

provide a rich, balanced and progressive curriculum which caters for the needs of all pupils and 

entitles them to the same quality of teaching and learning opportunities, striving to achieve their 

potential. At the core of our curriculum is the concrete, pictorial and abstract approach to maths. 

The children are taught and encouraged to explain their choice of methods and develop their 

mathematical reasoning skills whilst recognising that mathematics underpins much of our daily lives. 

  

  

Implementation 

Our maths teaching across the school places emphasis upon a mastery approach. This approach 

seeks to build flexible learners with a depth of understanding that allows them to access a range of 

problems that are presented in a variety of formats. We use the White Rose Scheme of Learning and 

NCETM Ready to Progress  to ensure comprehensive coverage and progression throughout the 

school. We use them as a planning tool, in addition to other high-quality resources, and we adapt 

these resources according to the needs of our pupils. This adaptation is based upon summative 

assessment gap analysis, ongoing formative teaching judgements and pupil feedback, and means 

pupils receive a curriculum matched to their needs; one which nurtures an enthusiasm and love for 

mathematics.  The principles and features that characterise our approach are: 

✓ An expectation that all children are capable of achieving high standards in maths. 

✓ Children move through the different stages of their learning at their own pace. 

✓ Teaching is supported by carefully crafted lessons and resources to foster deep 

conceptual and procedural knowledge. 

✓ Teaching is adapted to ensure that all children have the best opportunity to meet 

expectation.   Children who have shown their understanding at a deep level, will have 

opportunities to apply these skills in a greater depth activity. 

✓ Children with additional needs are included in whole class lessons and teachers provide 

scaffolding and relevant support as necessary. For those children who are working 

outside of the year group curriculum, learning activities are provided to ensure their 

progress. 

✓ Opportunities to retrieve previous content are used to ensure previous learning is 

embedded.  

  

 

Impact 

Our children understand the relevance and importance of what they are learning in relation to the 

real world.  It is a vital life skill that are used in many areas of their daily life. Our children have a 



positive view of maths where they enjoy success in maths and are prepared for the challenges 

ahead.  

Teachers use daily formative assessments (AFL) and feedback is given to children verbally, through 

self / peer assessment and marking.  This assessment then impacts planning for next 

sessions. Assessment in maths is consistent with the assessment policy.  Please visit the Policies 

section of our website .  

Ultimately, we want our children to enjoy and celebrate mathematical success as well having the 

skills to deal positively with elements that they find challenging . We want our children to leave us 

being proud of who they are and their mathematical  ability. 

  

 

 


